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ABSTRACT: Using atomic bromine (Br) and pentacene molecules, we
successfully constructed and characterized a large-scale Br atom-
mediated two-dimensional (2D) organic network on a Ag(111) surface
by combining molecular beam epitaxy with scanning tunneling
microscopy. The Br atoms form −C−H···Br hydrogen bonds with
pentacene molecules in the network, and the number of Br atoms among
pentacene molecules can be tuned from one to five by increasing the
pressure or exposure time of hydrogen bromide (HBr) gas. In addition,
all of the Br atoms of five 2D organic networks fill themselves in the
position of maximum number of hydrogen bonds.

■ INTRODUCTION

Nanofabrication based on molecular self-assembly is a key
aspect to realizing supramolecular applications in the field of
nanoscience and nanotechnology.1−5 Generally, self-assembly
processes rely on the spontaneous and reversible organization
of molecular units into ordered structures by noncovalent
interactions and can be externally propelled or self-
propelled.6−8 Recently, adatom-mediated self-assembled or-
ganic molecule monolayers by either single metal atoms or
nonmetal atoms have attracted great interest because of their
novel effect on self-assembly processes.9−13 Although metal
atoms can coordinate the self-assembly of monolayers
efficiently, the strong metallicity of metal atoms induces
electronic states near the Fermi level of the whole system, thus
changing the semiconducting properties of two-dimensional
(2D) supramolecular architectures.14−16 In contrast, atomic
nonmetal-mediated molecular self-assembly has been proven
to be an efficacious way to construct 2D networks and
maintain their intrinsic properties owing to the weak
electrostatic interaction between nonmetal atoms and organic
molecules.17

Our previous work has reported on the construction of
large-scale, high-quality, and highly ordered 2D chiral networks
by Br atoms and C26H18 (DPA) molecules on a Ag(111)
surface.17 However, the networks constructed previously
contained a saturation of Br atoms. Studies of 2D hydrogen
bond networks with various densities of bromine are lacking.
Here, we report a controllable density of atomic Br in
hydrogen bond networks formed by Br atoms and pentacene
molecules on Ag(111) surfaces at room temperature. All of the
Br atoms distribute themselves periodically in the network with

the maximum number of −C−H···Br hydrogen bonds. By
increasing the amount of Br atoms, we achieve a variable
density of Br atoms (from one to five per unit cell) among the
pentacene molecules.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

After the deposition of Br atoms (HBr exposure for 30 min and
partial pressure for 5.0 × 10−6 mbar) and pentacene molecules
on the Ag(111) surface, we observed a large-scale self-
assembled 2D network (Figure 1a). Atomic bromine was
introduced by thermal decomposition of HBr gas molecules
through a hot filament while the sample surface faced toward
the filament at a distance of 5 mm.17 In Figure 1a, the
pentacene molecules are distinguished as rod structures with
lengths of 1.38 nm, which is consistent with the theoretic
value.18 Besides the pentacene molecules, there exist many
regularly arranged bright dots, which can be assigned to Br
atoms originating from the dissociation of HBr gas, according
to our previous work.17 In addition, we find that there are two
main Br atom configurations in the whole network. One
configuration involves a single Br atom bridging pentacene
molecules, as marked by the black circle in Figure 1a. The
second configuration involves two Br atoms bridging
pentacene molecules, as marked by a green circle in Figure
1a. Interestingly, there appear to be three different
configurations when a single Br atom is involved, as marked
by the black, blue, and yellow circles in Figure 1a. To

Received: September 13, 2018
Revised: October 14, 2018
Published: October 17, 2018

Article

pubs.acs.org/JPCCCite This: J. Phys. Chem. C 2018, 122, 25681−25684

© 2018 American Chemical Society 25681 DOI: 10.1021/acs.jpcc.8b08964
J. Phys. Chem. C 2018, 122, 25681−25684

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

vi
a 

IN
ST

 O
F 

PH
Y

SI
C

S 
on

 D
ec

em
be

r 
20

, 2
01

8 
at

 0
7:

52
:5

3 
(U

T
C

).
 

Se
e 

ht
tp

s:
//p

ub
s.

ac
s.

or
g/

sh
ar

in
gg

ui
de

lin
es

 f
or

 o
pt

io
ns

 o
n 

ho
w

 to
 le

gi
tim

at
el

y 
sh

ar
e 

pu
bl

is
he

d 
ar

tic
le

s.
 

pubs.acs.org/JPCC
http://pubs.acs.org/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1021/acs.jpcc.8b08964
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jpcc.8b08964


investigate the adsorption structure and adsorption energy of
the network, we performed density functional theory (DFT)
calculations. Figure 1b−d shows three optimized adsorption
structures of a one-Br case on the Ag(111) surface. The result
indicates that all Br atoms in the configuration sit on hollow
sites of the Ag(111) surface. The distances between the Br
atoms and the nearest H atoms in Figure 1b−d are
approximately 2.42−2.86 Å, (see Figure S1 for details).
According to our previous work, the electronegativity differ-
ence between Br and H results in an attractive electrostatic
interaction between negatively charged Br atoms and positively
charged H atoms, that is, −C−H···Br hydrogen bonds.17 More
importantly, each Br atom in the Br−pentacene 2D network
also forms six hydrogen bonds with pentacene molecules, and
six hydrogen bonds are the maximum for the structure. The
adsorption energy of three configurations is also calculated, as
shown in Table 1. The small difference in energy for the three

configurations indicates that they can coexist together in the
Br−pentacene 2D network, which fits well with the scanning
tunneling microscopy (STM) results (Figure 1a). In the case
of a two-Br scenario, there are two configurations, as marked
by two green circles in Figure 1a. The optimized adsorption
models are shown in Figure 1e,f. Similar to the one-Br case, all
of the Br atoms sit on the hollow sites of the Ag(111) surface,
forming the maximum number of hydrogen bonds with
pentacene molecules. The corresponding calculated adsorption
energy is shown in Table 2, confirming the possibility of their
coexistence.
By increasing the deposition of Br atoms (HBr exposure for

30 min and partial pressure for 5.0 × 10−6 mbar) on the basis

of Figure 1, we can obtain another large-scale and highly
ordered 2D organic network, as shown in Figure 2a. Figure

2b,c shows the high-resolution STM images of two equivalent
orientations of a Br−pentacene 2D organic network. In this
network, the number of Br atoms among pentacene molecules
can increase to two and three. The three Br atoms in the three-
Br case have an equally spaced arrangement of 5.78 ± 0.05 Å,
as shown in the line profile across the black dashed line in
Figure S2, which is very close to 2 times Ag(111) lattice
parameter (aAg), that is, 2 × aAg (2.90 Å) = 5.80 Å. To gain
insight into the highly ordered self-assembled 2D organic
network, we carried out DFT calculations. Figure 2d shows the
optimized adsorption geometry of pentacene molecules and Br
atoms on a Ag(111) surface. In the top view (Figure 2d), all Br
atoms sit on the hollow sites of Ag(111) surface, and the
distance between three equally spaced Br atoms is 5.80 Å,
which agrees with the experimental results. Furthermore,
similar to the one-Br and two-Br cases, each Br atom in the
three-Br case forms six hydrogen bonds, as marked by green
dashed lines in Figure 2d (3 bromine atoms and 18 hydrogen
atoms are involved). With the formation of 18 hydrogen
bonds, the three-Br case seems to be the most stable and only
one configuration is observed. For the two-Br case, we
observed the same adsorption configurations, as shown in
Figure 1.

Figure 1. STM image and graphic of pentacene molecules and Br
atoms on the Ag(111) surface. Conjunction of two pentacene
molecules can be ascribed to variable numbers of Br atoms. (a) STM
image showing one and two Br atoms bridging pentacene molecules.
Yellow, black, and blue circles mark the three different configurations
of a one-Br case. The green circles mark the two different
configurations of a two-Br case. (b−d) and (e,f) DFT-optimized
structures of one-Br atom and two-Br atom configurations,
respectively. All Br atoms reside on the hollow sites. Possible
hydrogen bonds between Br and H are marked by the green dashed
lines. Scanning parameters: Vs = −1.0 V, It = 3.0 nA.

Table 1. Calculated Adsorption Energies for the One-Br
case. The Energy of a One-Br-Top Case is Set to Zero for
Better Contrast

configurations energy difference (meV)

one-Br-top 0
one-Br-middle −1.47
one-Br-bottom 7.97

Table 2. Calculated Adsorption Energies for the Two-Br
case. The Energy of Two-Br-Far Case is Set to Zero for
Better Contrast

configurations energy difference (meV)

two-Br-far 0
two-Br-close 10.34

Figure 2. STM images and graphic of Br−pentacene networks with
two and three Br atoms. (a) Large-area STM image showing two and
three Br atoms among pentacene molecules. (b,c) Close-up STM
images of two equivalent orientations. (d) Top view and side view of
DFT-optimized adsorption configurations. Possible hydrogen bonds
between Br and H are marked by the green dashed lines. Scanning
parameters: (a) Vs = −1.0 V, It = 2.0 nA; (b) Vs = −0.1 V, It = 3 nA;
and (c) Vs = −0.1 V, It = 3 nA.
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Because the highly ordered self-assembled 2D organic
network is stabilized by −C−H···Br hydrogen bonds, we
further explored the effect of larger Br atom density on the 2D
network. Figure 3a shows a large-scale and highly ordered 2D

network after depositing Br atoms (HBr exposure for 30 min
and partial pressure for 5.0 × 10−6 mbar) on the as-obtained
sample in Figure 2. A close-up STM image (Figure 3b) shows
that there are three and four Br atoms among pentacene
molecules. The four Br atoms follow a distorted line
arrangement instead of the line arrangement observed in
Figure 2, whereas the three-Br case still follows a linear
arrangement, as illustrated by the overlaid atomic model in
Figure 3b. The distance between two Br atoms in the four-Br
case is 1.186 ± 0.05 Å, and the corresponding line profile
across the green line is shown in Figure S3. Figure 3d shows
the DFT-optimized adsorption configuration of a four-Br
network, revealing a distorted linear arrangement of four Br
atoms with a distance of 1.184 Å (Figure S3), fitting well with
the experimental data (1.186 Å). On the basis of Figure 3d, we
obtained a simulated STM image (Figure 3c), which agrees
very well with the experimental STM image (Figure 3b). In
addition, we found that the occurrence of three or four Br
atoms is random in the entire sample. In the four-Br case, all
14 hydrogen atoms in pentacene molecules (C22H14) form
hydrogen bonds with Br atoms to stabilize the 2D net-
work.19,20

When further adding Br atoms (HBr exposure for 30 min
and partial pressure for 5.0 × 10−6 mbar) to the 2D network,
we observed a different 2D hydrogen bond network, as shown
in Figure 4. Besides the four-Br case, five Br atoms appeared
among the pentacene molecules. However, due to the fact that

the interaction between the Br atoms and Ag(111) substrate is
stronger than that between the pentacene molecules and
Ag(111) substrate, which can be confirmed by calculated
adsorption energies on the Ag(111) substrate (−2.05 eV for
one Br atom and −1.33 eV for one pentacene molecule, as
shown in Table S2), addition of the fifth Br atom will make the
Br−pentacene networks lack registry with the Ag(111)
substrate and induce compressive stress to the whole networks.
As a result, the gaps among pentacene molecules appear to
release the “fifth Br atom” defect strain (indicated by the black
arrow in Figure 4b). The gaps themselves form a linear “black
hole,” as indicated by the dashed green line in Figure 4b. The
fifth Br atoms also form hydrogen bonds with pentacene
molecules to stabilize the 2D network. When further adding Br
atoms (HBr exposure for 30 min and partial pressure for 5.0 ×
10−6 mbar) to the 2D network in Figure 4, we observed a
distinct structure with Br atom clusters separated by pentacene
molecules, as shown in Figure S4. We attribute this to the fact
that more Br atoms will make the 2D network form more gaps
because of the strong interaction between the Br atoms and
Ag(111) substrate, thus destabilizing the 2D network and
forming Br atoms clusters. Therefore, to construct a large-scale
and high-quality atomic Br-mediated 2D pentacene network, a
reasonable density of Br atoms is crucial.
We have fabricated five types of 2D Br−pentacene networks

(one-Br to five-Br) on a Ag(111) surface. Table S1 shows the
density of Br atoms for each Br−pentacene network. A larger
density of Br atoms means more hydrogen bonds can form,
resulting in a relatively more stable 2D network. Therefore, the
ranking of network stability is five-Br > four-Br > three-Br >
two-Br > one-Br. In this way, we can modulate the network
structural changes, from a metastable structure to a stable
structure, as well as the density of Br atoms by depositing extra
bromine atoms; that is to say, we can selectively control the
formation of atomic Br-mediated 2D Br−pentacene networks
with different densities of Br atoms.

■ CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, we successfully constructed five large-scale and
highly ordered Br atom-mediated 2D organic networks on a
Ag(111) surface. Those networks are stabilized by −C−H···Br
hydrogen bonds, and all Br atoms present prefer sites with the
maximum number of hydrogen bonds. More importantly, the
density of Br atoms in the Br−pentacene configurations can be

Figure 3. STM images and graphic of Br−pentacene 2D networks
with three and four Br atoms. (a) Large-area STM image of the four-
Br case. (b) Magnified STM image of (a) superimposed with a
proposed model (both the three-Br case and four-Br cases are
superposed; the brown dots represent Br atoms). (c) Simulated STM
image of a four-Br 2D network. (d) DFT-optimized adsorption
configuration of (b), where only the four-Br case is taken into
consideration. The possible hydrogen bonds between Br and H are
marked by the green dashed lines. Scanning parameters: (a) Vs = −0.1
V, It = 3.0 nA and (b) Vs = −0.1 V, It = 2.0 nA.

Figure 4. STM images of a Br−pentacene 2D network with four and
five Br atoms. (a) Large-area STM image of four-Br and five-Br atom
cases. The linear distribution of the “black hole” with different
orientations can be found. (b) Close-up STM image showing the
“black hole”-containing area; the proposed model was superposed
along the linear “black hole” area. The dashed green line shows the
linear arrangement of the gaps. Scanning parameters: (a) Vs = −0.5 V,
It = 0.9 nA and (b) Vs = −0.5 V, It = 1.9 nA.
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well controlled by adjusting the pressure or exposure time of
HBr gas during network formation. This work provides a
prototype for controllable construction of 2D nonmetal-
mediated hydrogen bond networks.
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